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POLITICAL 
Tax Niér-ul-Anwdr (Oawnpore) of the 29th May, in — 
regard to the question as to who 88 
should be appointed Amir of Kabul, 
remarks that it appears from the hes received from Kabul 
that Sardar Alam Khan, Governor of Ghazni,, will first 
endeavour to induce the Governthent of India to; replace 
Yakub Khan on the throbe, and iu case of failure he will 
recommend the appointment of Muss Khan as heir to the 
throne. We condur, says the writetz with the sardar. If the 
Government forgave’ Yakab Aba and replaced him on the 
throne, there is reason to think that be. would alway s remain. 
thankful to it and never do anything against it. Abdul Rah- 
man Khan is a friend of our enemies; t if 
were ere Amir, they would 


* 


The Amirship of Kabul. 
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tlie writer ‘complains’ of the alleged prevalence of mul - 
administration in Kashmir. The writer states that even pros- 
titutes have to pay à tax in Kashmir, and are not allowod to 
marry, because in that case the · income of the State would bo 
reduced. There was once a great depression of trade in 
Kashmir which greatly affected the income of the prostitutes 
in the town. They submitted a petition to the late Govermur of 
Kashmir, praying that they might be exempted from the tax. 
He replied that they should reduce their rates and should tot 
demand ready payment of their wages from their lovers, but 
did not remit the tax. ‘The poor hanjis (sailors), whose pays 
only Rs. 5 (chiki coin): a month, have to pay 2 yearly tur al 
Rs. 12 (chilki coin). If they do not pay the tax, the: State 
officials catch their wives and daughters by the hair and best 
them. Some time ago, when the writer paid à visit to Kash- 
mir, he saw a poor old ‘widow who sold fruit treated with 
great severity by the tax-collectors for not paying the assessed 
tax: Her entire stock-in-trade consisted of a small quantity 
of apples and nuts, but she had to pay a tax of Rs. 36, There 
is no freedom of trade in Kashmir. The State has the mono- 
poly of the grain trade und of the new ‘silk and wine in 
tries. Nu private man is allowed to make even a . 1 
silk, and the gold-lace- workers and tape-makers are pro 

from using any but native silk: It should be 3 mt te 
native silk is dearer than that imported into Kashm rh 

India or other countries. ' Likewise, the Matar will-p 


imported from Ind and ates. Wine: wc so 2 
factories to be used in its place. A heavy duty of RA 

per cent, is levied on all articles imported . on 
from Kashmir; which checks both the import and er 

Look at the fruit trade: If it were made free, K 

supply fruit sufficient for the requirements bf at 4 
it not a matter of deep regret that ‘grapes and pen * 
are imported into India from Kabul and Jal: bad — 
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from Kashmir? In the first place a heavy tax is levied on 
orchards. Secondly, as soon as the trees in an orchard bear 
frait, a guard is placed over them by. the State, in order that 
the owners may not pluck any fruit until they have made 
over the State’s share of the produce to the State officials, 
The placing of the gaard by the State near their houses is a 
source of great inconvenience to the owners, and especially to 
the female members of their families. In order to avoid this i in- 
convenience they are gradually destroying their orchards, 
one is allowed to cut a green fruit tree, and therefore any pel 


who wishes to destroy. his orchard uproots the trees, but allows. | 


them to stand. When they are dried in the course of time, he 
cuts them. If men oontinue to destroy: their orchards in this 
way, there will remain no fruit trees in Kashmir after a few 
years, No native of British India can carry on trade in Kash- 


mir without securing the goodwill and patronage of the Diwan, 


the Vazir, or some other high official. Some years ago a French 
merchant went to Kashmir and engaged in the pashmina trade. 
The Governor of Kashmir, in compliance with the wishes of 


some native merchants, gave secret. orders to the brokers that | 


they should have no dealings with him until he entered into 
partnership with a native merchant, He was. accordingly 


compelled to do 80. A large sum of money was lately . 
due to two or three pashmina traders of Amritsar from some 


traders in Kashmir, but the latter paid only a small part 


ofthe amount, The former bore a loss of more than a lakh. 


of rupees, but did not go to Kashmir to realise the balance | 


would receive no aid. from. the . State and would be put to. 
a great deal of unnegessary trouble and expense, A Marwari. 
banker named Zinds Ram. had, some. lade of rupees. due 
to him from some Kashmiri, traders.. When be 11 8 
led a suit against them. for the amount, they induced 
the Diwéa or so, other high. officer to thre 1 45 1 5 it) 
imprisonment. He. ee und ly fled fron 
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some time before the outbreak of the. famine, there was; 10 
large quantity of rotten Indian-corn in the State ig 


In order to get rid of it the Vazir issued instructions. da th, | 


effect. that if any person asked for one rupee's worth cot 


shdli (unhusked rice),-he should be given eight anna’s worth. 


of shdli and eight annas worth of that Indian-corn. The Indias · 
corn was so bad that as son as à man recejved it, he threw 
it into the river. - In regard to the agriculfurists, the writer 


remarks that they have to pay three-fourths of their produce . 
to the State as land revenue, and to sell gattle at 4 annes . 


a head to the State. They have also to supply gi to the State 
at 6 seers for the rupee. - The price is paid to them-in advances. 
But as soon as the money is paid to them by one official, itis 


taken from them by another on account of the revenue. 


instalment which would become due at the time of the followin 
harvest. It will de remembered that the land revenue’ 
realised in some places in money and not in kind. The ag 
culturists have to make over ghi to the State at the: ti 0 
the harvest. If any person has no cattle, he purchase 
from the village bania at one and a half seers for the rupee and 
gives it to the State at 6 seers for the rupee. | Even a Biate 
sweeper can impress men into his service. When the sons ‘of 


Var Panna and the Maharaja were married, large mua 


men were pressed into service and were paid no wage 1 
writer then refers to an act of oppression which is said tot 
been committed by the State officials in 187 7; and which. 
as follows:—The State has built some houses for t ne 1 
dence of European visitors to Kashmir at a bea a4 hal piso 
called Gulmarg. In 1877, when a European | be ste 0 
of these houses, there was a heavy fall of rain one K ght. Ui. 
fortunately his stable fell in and his horses were ki xilled. W 
he applied to the British Resident at Kashmir 125 wr 
ery of damages from the State, the State at 0 e pane 
compensation. But the State in turn called up > 
tractor who built the motes to pay the « 
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realised from him, and the cost of the stable. from the 

masons, carpentars, and kulis. Each mason and carpenter: : 
had to pay Rs. 25, and each kuli Rs. 12. As the names of the ' 
kulis'who were employed i in the construction of the stable 
were not known, the portion of the coat due from them was 
realized from the neighbouring villages, on the ground that 
they must have come from those villages. .. The writer then 
praises Englishinen for their love of freedom, and remarka that 
it is surprising that the Government of India has hitherto 
disregarded. the sufferings of the. people of Kashmir. He 
states that the Government of. India sold Kashmir to Maha - 
raja Gulab Singh for seventy-five lakhs’ of. rupees, on the 
ground that he and his heirs would not oppress the people and 
grant equal rights and privileges both to the Hindus and 
Muralmans. But it is obvious that this condition has not been 
fulfilled. The writer proposes three schemes for the consider- 
ation of the Government of India, riz.:— 


(1) Kashmir el be rene and annexed to 
British territories. 


(2) The Government of India should take the manage- 
ment of the affairs of the province in its own hands and make 


over the revenues after deducting the cus of admin istra- 
tion to the Maharaja. 


(3) The services of some European and Native officers | 
should be lent to the Mahuraja to improve the administration, 


The last scheme obviously would not answer the Purpose. 
If the Maharaja were anxious to improve the administration, 
he would have voluntarily asked for the services of some ex- 
perienced officers from the Governme: tof India by this time. : 


The Government should adopt one of the am two" | 
with the consent of the Mahataja. © 


The Panjabi Akhbdr of the 29th May states that: almost 
all the Auglo- Indian newspapers have 


The same, ; 


for some time past been publish 8 5 


Circulation, 
153 copies. 
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complaints against the Maharaja of Kashmir and urging the 
repurchase of that.province from him. The people are led to 
imagine that the Government is really anxious to repu 
the province and charge it with a breach.of the treaty stipula. 
tious existing with the Maharaja. But it should be observed 
that the native chiefs are a source of strength to the para- 

mount power. The Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir igs 
faithful chief, and great honours were bestowed upon him af. 
the late Imperial Assemblage at Delhi in recognition of his 
loyalty. In these circumstances, it appears to be impossible 
that the Government has any intention of taking Kashmir 
back from him. However, in order to remove all doubts and 
fears. from the minds of the people, the Government should 
assure them, through the Press nnn that it has no 
such intention. i 


The Vrit Dhdra of the 24th May (received on the 25th 

idem) states that for some ‘timé past 
’ English newspapers have been bring- 
ing different charges against the Maharaja of Kashmir and 
recommending the annexation of his territories. It bas lately 
been discovered that the report (sic) of the Government of 
India is the cause of all this agitation on the part of the E- 
glieh Press against him. Had not the Conservative Govern- 
ment fallen at the late elections, Kashmir would have been 
annexed by this time. The annexation of that provisce 
by the new Liberal Government, in accordance with Lord 
Lytton’s policy, is simply out of the question. If a native 
chief commits a grave offence or oppresses his subjects, be. 
may be deposed, as was done in the Baroda case, but. * 
anuexation of his territories would not be. justified on aay: 
ground. If the paramount power —— migbt-is- rig 
principle, then we must remain silent. f 
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remarks: As soon as a complaint is made ien a native 
chief, our English contemporaries recommend his dethrone- 
ment. But we are convinced, that the Government of India 
will never listen to:their evil advice. There is reason to hope 
that the Liberals will decide the. Kashmir. n with arse 
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The Akhbdr-i- Am (Lahore) of the 26th May publishes u 
: "+. wernactlar translation of Lord Har- 
— nos  ¢ington’s speech in which he took Lord 
Beaconsfield’s colleagues to task for gubserviently acquiescing 
in his policy, and remarks’ that Lord Lytton: has been so 
much affected by the speech that he is now trying to -shift 
the blame from himself. It appears from the Indian Herold 
that he has recorded a. minute in which he has denounced the 
members of his Council, and remarked that the civil servants 
with whom he has come in contact are not true gentlemen. 


In our opinion, all his efforts to shift the blame from his own 


shoulders to those of others will he futile, The Home Govern- 
ment will never accept such excuses. On thé contrary, the 
result of such efforts on his part will be that be will incur 
the displeasure of his late advisers, who, in order to defend 
themselves, will bring such: * en lin as he wilt * 
unable to refute. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 1st Jane urges thai all the f pol 
™ biene of the tical associations in Tdia should end 


addresses to the new: Viceroy, in order 
to point out to His Excellency what matters are e 


deserving of the attention of the ‘Gove | 
Some of the matters to which the attention of the | 


. te pyre 


(2) The Afghan war shold be brought to a 
as possible, 
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(3) The reduction of the limit of age ſor candidates for the 
Civil Service’ has Peres: the natives from * on 
to the Service. 5 


(4) Schools of industrial arts - should: be celal | arid 
agriculture improved. 


(5) The maintenance of the honour and liberty of de 
native states is necessary for the ee ‘of the” "paramount 
power. 


- The same paper of the: 98th Me ay publishes the petition 

The native * r which the Rafi ah-i-Am committee of 
watds. Lucknow has lately sent to the Got- 
ernment of India. The object of the committee is that % 
Government should pass an Act in order to check the sale of 
adulterated medicines, gli, flesh, &c.,.and to prevent ignoraiit 
hakime and vaids from practising medicine. The committes 
urges that one or two hakims should be appointed inspectors 
in each town, whose duty should be to visit the shops of attars 
or native druggists and examine the medicines. . Any person 
convicted of selling rotten: or adulterated medicine, gli, 
or bad flesh, should be fined by the City Magistrate. 
The district officers should select the best hakims with the assis- 
tance of the committees and raises in their districts. and enter 


their names ina register. They should not only have e 


power to practise, but to grant certificates to others whom they 


think fit to practise. No man who has not obtained a certifi- 
cate should be allowed to practise. The committee has com 


sulted all the chief hakims of Lucknow and forwarded | fe * 
opinions to the Government with the petition. me 
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gests that an Act should be passed to provide for. 1 8 . os ool 
ment of medical schools and colleges where the nati 1 
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of kabime, &c. In regard to the nale of adulterated m 
the editor urges that well-to-do and public-spir 
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should establish shops for the sale of good drugs, and that 
any person selling adulterated medicines should be — 
under the Indian Penal Code. 


The Shola Tür (Cawnpore) of the Ist June states that a 
person should not only commit no 
E Mt ia reserding wrong, but he should also avoid such a 
— situation in which he may be suspected 
of having committed wrong. Some officers do not record 
judgments in cases as soon as they have heard them. This 
delay is due to different reasons. Some officers are not intel- 
ligent enough, and therefore have to think over each case for 
a long time before they are able to record the judgment; 
some are very scrupulous, and therefore consider each case 
earefully before recording judgment ; z and so forth. But evil- 
minded persons ascribe the delay to bad motives and try to 
bring the officer into disrepute. In these circumstances, each 
officer should endeavour to avoid delay and record judgment 
in each case as soon as he has heard it, 


The Bhdrat Bandhu (Aligarh), of the 28th May states 
that the policy of religious toleration 
which the Government of India prac- 
tises has done more than anything else to make British rule 
popular with the natives, but it is to be regretted that some- 
times their religious prejudices are not respected. It is well 
known that the touch of a sweeper is regarded as unholy by 
the Hindus, but still Brahmans and sweepers are placed in 
the same carriages by railway authorities. One or two 


Religious toleration. 


compartments in each passenger train are reserved for Euro- 


peans and one or two for native women. Cannot one or two 
compartments be similarly reserved for sweepers f As the 
Hindu passengers are plased together 3 in the same oarriages 
with sweepers, the former are exposed to great eine 
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Aligarh. Whenever they were taken by: the pdlies: from 
the lock-up to the Judgé’s Court, their hands: were tied 
together. They were both acquitted by the Judge. Could 
not they have been taken to the court separately? The 
poor Brahman must have performed the necessary ablutions 
in the Ganges in order to purify himself. When be was 
subjected to such treatment before he was oonvioted, it is 


easy to imagine what treatment he would have received 
had he been convicted. The Government should always 


see that the religious pre} judices of the ve ni" . 
outraged by its officers. ar 


The Dabir- i-Hind (Allahabad) of the zh May states that 


when a person applies to the Collector 
ren ee or the tahsfldar for the refund of 


money deposited at his office either by him, or another 


person on his behalf, as security or for any other reason, 
the Collector or the tahsildar gives him an order on the 
treasury for the amount. The treasury officer in tum 


gives a draft on the local Bank of Bengal. When be takes : 


the draft to the bank, the treasurer asks him to bring 
some one with whom he himself may be acquainted to 
identify him. This is a good practice, but dishonest 
treasurers abuse this power and extort: bribes. In the first 
place, it is difficult for a person who is to receive money 
from the bank to induce any clerk of the Collector's 
tahsildar’s office, or any vakil or mukhtar, to accom any | him 
to the bank in order to identify him. Secondly, i it any 
agrees to go, he has to pay his carriage-bire af d 10 
thing as a recompense for his trouble. The cultivators: 
zamindars are generally exposed to great neon a 
obtaining money from the Bank of Bengal in thi i 1 
In order to remove this inconvenience, either the money . 
has to be refunded to a person by the Collector's oF ” 
tahsildar’s office should be refunded by that office : itself 21 
Bank of Bengal sbould be located near the O 0 lle tor 1 880 
The writer states from his personal experienow that the &* 


th 


at 


80 


(, 381 


of: the Bank of Bengal at Alls harass the people very 
mach, and hopes that Mr. Markham, the Colleotor, will take 


the matter into consideration: 


POST-OFFICE. 


A correspondent of the Aftdb-i-Panjab of the 28th May Circulation, 
The need of a -post-office,. Urges that a post-office should be es- 60 copies. 
—— ee, at Khairabad (Pesha war), i 


— 


where thousands of men are at present employed at the rail- 


way works. As there is no post-office at Kh „ per- 
sons have to cross the river and go to the post-office at Atak 


to receive their letters. | 
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